
Racial Justice Focus Survey Reflection 
(Presented at all Masses the weekend of November 13-14, 2021)  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Good evening/morning …  
 
In the Gospel of Mark Jesus is asked, “Which is the first of all commandments”. Jesus replies, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Loving the Lord is all about faith. Loving your neighbor as yourself is all about action.  
As a “love the Lord your God faith community”, St. Thomas generates a lot of “Love your 
neighbor as yourself” action.  
 
Last week’s Harvest Sunday is an excellent example of outreach justice action. St. Thomas 
“love your neighbor” action also includes social justice, such as our recent Racial Justice Focus. 
We are directly called by Jesus, and by the example of His time on earth, to take both outreach 
and social justice actions. 
 
My name is _________________ and this is _________________. We are members of the 
Racial Justice Focus Committee. 
 
It has been one year since the parish-wide Racial Justice Focus was announced. The goals 
were to raise our awareness and understanding, while challenging and perhaps changing our 
views. Each of us was asked to be of open heart and of open mind. 
 
To that end, we have all been offered a variety of opportunities, which included the book study 
of Just Mercy, guest reflections at Mass, and a series of bulletin articles, among others. To 
determine the effectiveness of this considerable body of work, we asked parishioners to fill out 
the Racial Justice Focus Survey in July. 
 
SURVEY RESULTS 
We are here today to give you an overview of the survey results. The detailed Survey Results 
Analysis Report is included as an insert in today’s bulletin, and the full report is available on the 
St. Thomas website Home Page. It includes the major themes presented in the written 
comments, representative verbatim quotes, and all specific verbatim suggestions. We hope you 
will give it your careful attention. 
 
Thank you to the 164 people who took the time to share your views by completing the survey. 
Based on estimates of those attending Mass in person or virtually at that time, it was about a 
19% response rate, which seemed a decent sample of the parish population. 
 
Here is the heart of our survey findings: 
85% of the respondents were aware that St. Thomas was devoting time and resources to bring 
attention to the issue of Racial Justice. So we did get the word out through various channels of 
communication. 
 
The next question was more enlightening: Is the racial justice focus an appropriate action to be 
undertaken in our parish community? The majority of respondents, 73%, believe it is an 
appropriate action.  However, 27% do not.   
 



Various reasons were given … from the issue being too political for church … to the view that it 
is actually making our parish more divided by calling attention to difference. These results are a 
concern because they reveal some unexpected and unintended effects of the focus.   
 
We are grateful for the honesty of the answers and the concerns expressed to help get the 
pulse of the parish. We plan to return to the concerns in the future to foster conversation and 
understanding. Many of Jesus’ teachings were a result of questioning and explanation. 
 
Over half of the respondents (57%) believe the focus increased their personal awareness of the 
issue. They developed new perspectives, or were moved to think further about racial justice 
implications. That is a positive outcome. People were quick to identify the specific activities that 
were meaningful to them which showed us that offering a variety of ways to engage was 
valuable and helpful. The topic is multi-faceted, so there is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ way to address 
it. 
 
Two-thirds of the respondents indicated support for further activities. Suggestions included 
continuing to provide opportunities for education and offering occasions for dialogue and 
conversation. Inviting speakers from diverse backgrounds was also proposed.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
So where do we go from here?  By undertaking the racial justice focus for the past year, we 
have put the spotlight on an issue that is challenging on many levels. And we have approached 
it on many levels. However, by its very nature, a focus is a high intensity activity over a short 
period of time. For that reason, the focus is ending, though attention to the issue will continue.  
 
Considering our focus goals and based on our analysis of the survey results, we on the 
committee believe that some progress was made. We also recognize that there were, as 
previously mentioned, some unintended consequences.  
 
Racial injustice still exists in our world. Our attention to the issue is not ending. Racial justice will 
continue to be one of the many aspects of social justice St. Thomas has always championed.  
 
We ask that you carefully review the full survey report on the website. We invite you to 
prayerfully consider being a part of a new Racial Justice Team that will guide our parish 
involvement going forward.  
 
The team will develop and offer activities and opportunities that people may participate in, if they 
wish, fostering conversation and identifying common ground. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Jesus’ second commandment does not tell us to love our neighbors who are like ourselves. It 
tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves, recognizing the dignity and inherent value in each 
individual. Jesus reached out to the marginalized of His time and that is our direct call to action. 
 
We all need to recognize that every one of us is in a different place on the issue of racial justice. 
It is also true that every one of us can learn more about the issue and challenge our own 
understandings, beliefs, and opinions. In doing that, we better equip ourselves to follow the 
second commandment of Jesus … to Love our neighbor as our self. 
 
Peace be with you.  
 


